APPEARANCE GUIDELINES

Daren’s Character

Actors selected to portray Daren should be able to capture the personality and character of the D.A.R.E. America lion. Daren is an upbeat, friendly, yet street-smart lion who, through his confidence, strength and leadership effectively communicates D.A.R.E. ‘s anti-drug and violence message. Here are a few rules for Daren:

· Daren does not talk; he communicates through his actions. He has a bounce in his step and frequently uses the “thumbs-up” gesture.

· Daren loves people but in the interest of safety cannot hold infants or children.

· Daren may interact with youngsters and pose for pictures. Daren cannot sign autographs.

· Daren should never be seen or photographed in situations that are not consistent with the D.A.R.E. image, including standing with persons holding alcoholic beverages or consuming tobacco products, in front of displays or advertisements for any non-D.A.R.E. products (other than those of national sponsors and approved by D.A.R.E. America), or in situations that sometimes glorify alcohol, tobacco, drugs or violence such as race tracks, boxing or wrestling matches, etc.

· Daren should never endorse, or appear to endorse; any unauthorized commercial product or company. No commercial logos can be added or changes made to Daren’s costume. However, the logo of the law enforcement agency or local school district may be used on the costume. Daren also may wear a cap from a local sports team for a publicity photo opportunity, if the cap bears no additional commercial identification.

· For safety reasons, Daren must be escorted at all times.

Actor Specifics

Actors selected to play Daren should be 5’8” – 5’10” tall with a slender to medium build. They should wear tee shirts and shorts under the Daren costume and should carry several changes of clothing with them for multiple appearances. They also should wear athletic shoes as well as a bandanna or sweatband.
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Appearance Schedule

Daren may make a number of appearances during a given day. However, at each appearance, he should go no longer than 30 minutes in costume without a break. Breaks should be in a private area, and away from the public view. They should be at least 15 minutes and plenty of fresh water and/or juice should be provided.

Locations

As a rule, Daren does not arrive or depart from a location in costume. A private dressing room must be provided, with easy access to a restroom. The dressing room should be reserved exclusively for Daren and his escort until his appearance is completed and the actor has had time to change back into his/hers civilian clothes. Restrooms themselves, it others have access to them should not be used as dressing rooms for Daren.
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