Daren Costumed Character Protocol

One of the most visible symbols of the D.A.R.E. program is Daren, the D.A.R.E. lion. Children recognize Daren as a D.A.R.E. mascot and the embodiment of the messages and principles of D.A.R.E.

Daren is a valuable asset to D.A.R.E. America. His character and likeness are registered trademarks. It is up to all of us involved in the D.A.R.E. program to protect the image of Daren and to ensure the ongoing quality and consistency of the Daren costume and character.

D.A.R.E. America has the exclusive rights to ownership and use of the Daren costumed character.

Requests for the use of a Daren costumed character are handled in the order they are received.

Agencies must agree to adhere to the Daren Costume and character protocol outlined on the following pages. This protocol was developed in order to protect and enhance the positive image of Daren and the D.A.R.E. program
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Costume Loan Requests

To arrange a short-term (one or two day) loan of a Daren costume, an agency or department must mail or fax a written dated request to D.A.R.E. Iowa. Requests must be on your department letterhead and include the following: event date(s), a brief description of the event, names of key events sponsors, number of people expected, and any other relevant information about the activity

Mail requests to:
Dan Brown

5219 Marius Dr.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Fax requests to:
(319) 273-8610

All requests are processed in the order they are received. There is no fee for a short-term loan of the Daren Costume.

Shipping

D.A.R.E. Iowa will pay the cost of shipping the Daren costume to a requesting department or agency via UPS 3-Day Select service. It is the responsibility of each requesting agency to return – at its own expense – the costume to D.A.R.E. Iowa on the day following the event.

In some cases, due to scheduling considerations, D.A.R.E. Iowa may request a local agency to ship the costume directly to the next requesting agency. In either case, 3-Day Select service (or better) MUST be used for these shipments, as many other agencies are waiting to use Daren and the costumes are tightly scheduled to accommodate the maximum number of requests. Please insure the “Daren” costume for $2,500.00.

Maintenance & Cleaning

It is the responsibility of each agency borrowing a Daren costume to carefully monitor its use to avoid any unnecessary wear or tear. Costumes must be returned to D.A.R.E. Iowa clean and ready for use by the next scheduled department or agency. Washing instructions will accompany all costume confirmations. Daren costumes should not be dry cleaned. They should be washed in cold water and line dried. Dry cleaning, hot water or heat from a dryer can permanently damage a costume.
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Damage

Costumes are checked for damage when they are received or shipped from D.A.R.E. Iowa. Any damage noticed when a local agency receives a costume or incurred during an agency’s use of the costume should be reported to D.A.R.E. Iowa immediately.

If upon receipt of a Daren costume, a borrowing agency notices and reports damage, they have the option of: (1) using the costume for their scheduled events, risking possible further damage or (2) returning the costume directly to D.A.R.E. Iowa. A Daren costume will be considered to be in good condition upon delivery unless the requesting agency notifies D.A.R.E. Iowa of damage.

The cost of repairing damage to a Daren costume will be charged to the borrowing agency or department. It is important that D.A.R.E. Iowa be notified of any damage to the costume immediately. Failure to do so could result in the possible denial loan request.
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